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Dear Brownies, 

i I expect some of you will be surprised 
to see a picture of St. George (page !5) as 
there are some weeks to go before St. 
George’s Day. We are publishing the 


picture this week so that you can take part. 


in our painting competition. Weare hoping 
to be able to show the best entries at 
C.H.Q. during the Easter holidays and on 
St. George’s Day, in April. 

Look out in THE BROWNIE next 
week for St. Patrick’s Day items. 


Yours sincerely, 
THE EDITOR. 


EDITOR: Jean Rush 
ASSISTANT EDITOR: Pam Slattery 
ADVERTISEMENT MANAGER: Ann Martin 


Wood pigeon likes parks 
and gardens as much as 


the country. In parks and gardens he 


often becomes quite 
tame. and will come for 
food. 


Can you watch a Wood 
Pigeon drinking? Does 
he drink ina special way 


The nest is made with a 

few sticks, often in a pine 

tree. There are two white 

eggs. If you stand under 

the nest you can often see 
the eggs! 
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Th SPRITE 


While Sarah dreamed of what it 
would be like to be a real Brownie, 
her friends were planning a wonder- 
ful ceremony for her. 


In the country he is 
not so brave. When 
he flies look for the 
white patches on sg 

neck and wings. 


When he calls some 
people think he seems to 
be saying “Tek two coos, 
Taffy, tek two.” What do 
you think? Listen for the 
clatter of his wings as he 
flies out of a tree. 


Wood Pigeon 
does a lot of 
damage to 
farm crops. 
saat ‘ 


Look for his feathers. 
Tail feathers are grey 
with black tips. 
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Brownie Footpath 


»>MY mother used to 
say. If I were so silly as 
to ask ‘Why?’, she 
would answer ‘Because 
if you don’t, you’ll walk 
into something’. 

Very true. Your eyes 
are wonderful and pre- 
cious. Take care of 
them. Have you 
noticed how yours are 
placed differently from 
those of a bird? That 
robin outside has to 
turn his head to look at 
you, because his eyes 
look out on each side. 
Yours both look 
straight ahead. But — 
birds’. eyes are very 
much stronger than 
ours. A grain of corn 
} which we can only spot 
a yard away, they can 
see clearly a hundred 
yards off. 

Look at the eyes of a 
cat, or an owl (not your 
Brownie Guider!) and 
see how they alter in 
bright or dim light. 


This helps them hunt at 


night. 
Your eyelids open 


‘up and down’. Do all 


eyelids? What about a 
goldfish? Look very 
carefully. 


Use your Eyes. Play 
‘Hunt the Thimble’ or ‘I 
Spy’. I sometimes play 
this game with my 
Brownies. I give each of 
them two pins. They 
have a little while in 
which to put them 
somewhere on them- 
selves, anywhere they 
like as long as the head 
of the pin is showing. 


Then we all go looking 
at one another — No 
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poking allowed! If you 
see a pinhead you may 
tell its owner where it is 
and claim it. ‘Jane, you 
have a pin just show- 
ing out of the end of 
your shoelace.’ You 
take it to your Guider 
who swops it for a spill. 
After a few minutes we 
all gather round and see 
who has collected most 
spills. Anyone who still ). 
has a pin ‘unspotted’ 
gets an extra spill for 
being a good hider — if 
we agree that the. head 
can be seen. 


iy Wh 


ie me 


= iy 


asl) li 


4, 


“wud 


@ 


€: 


Phe Brownie. th March, 1977 


by 
E. Blackie 


Dip you read the Promise Adventurer 
page in THE BROWNIE two weeks ago? If 
you did, you will have seen the drawing of 
the Promise Adventurer man. Wherever 
you find him in the magazine you will also 
find, something about the Promise 
Adventurer scheme. 

During the next few months you can 
become .a Brownie Promise Adventurer. 
Every two weeks there will be something 
new to learn or do. Once a month you can 
try one of the special Promise Adventures. 
Sometimes this will be a puzzle, sometimes 
things to collect, sometimes a story to write 
or a picture to draw. When you have com- 


pleted three adventures and you have 
shown them to Brown Owl ask her to sign 
the Reader’s Coupon (see page 14). Then 
you can post the coupon to the Editor and 


she will send you a Promise Adventurer 
certificate. Occasionally, you may even be 
asked to send your whole adventure to the 
Editor! 

Now for our first Adventure! 

I expect you know all about Pack 
Ventures. Perhaps you have helped with 
one and now you have a badge on your uni- 
form to remind you about it. Was your last 
Venture about Thinking Day or Christ- 
mas, or was it making your new Pack 
prayer book? Whatever it was, I’m sure it 
was good fun. For your first Promise 
Adventure, think very hard about all the 
Ventures you have helped with and choose 
the one which you found most exciting. If 
you like writing stories, write the story of 
this Venture — how you first thought 
about it, what you did and some of the 
things you learned. If you prefer, you can 
draw or paint a picture of your Venture 
instead. 

The second half of this month’s 
Adventure is to find a name for the Promise 
Adventurer man! Why not ask the rest of 
your Pack to help you choose one? When 
you have decided on his name, print it very 
clearly on a post card, with a completed: 
Readers’ Coupon, and send it to The 
Editor. 

Look out for the Promise Adventurer 
next time! 
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PROMISE 
CORNER 


by : 
B. Laming 


‘It isn’t fair, oh, it isn’t fair,’ Karen 
wailed to her daddy one evening 
when he met her from Brownies. 

‘What isn’t fair?’ her daddy asked. 

‘I didn’t pass my Writer’s badge,’ 
Karen said. “The Tester failed me.’ 

‘And why do you think the Tester 


know. | 

‘She said my work was all blotty, 
and the spelling was bad and I hadn’t 
= put the date on the letter, and I 
=hadn’t addressed the envelope 
= properly. She’s just a fussy old fuss- 
pot, that’s what she is.’ Karen’s voice 
got crosser and crosser. 

‘I just wanted that badge so much,’ 
she went on. ‘It’s my first badge and I 
thought I was going to get it tonight. 
Don’t you think it was unfair, 
daddy”’. | 

‘When we get home,’ her daddy 
= said, ‘T’'ll have a look at your work 
d tell you if I think it was unfair.’ 
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Dear Lord, 

Please keep me safe this night 

and make me have a fresh day 
tomorrow. Amen. 

KERRY WHEATLEY, 

Ist Uppingham Pack, 

Rutland. 

I love you because you make 

me happy. Thank you God for 

Brown Owl and_ Brownies. 

Amen. 

MARGARET O’CONNOR, 

25th Newcastle (English 

Martyrs) Pack. 


Dear God, 
Thank you for my mummy — 
and daddy. Help us to remember 
- those who are unfortunate not to 
have parents, especially at 
festival times. Amen. 
KAREN GILES, 
2nd Crewkerne Pack, 
Somerset. 


failed you?’ her daddy wanted to that you write it all out again care- 
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At home Karen spread out the 
work she had done for her Writer’s 
badge on the kitchen table. Her 
father looked at it carefully. 

‘What’s the first thing in your 
Brownie Promise?’, he asked Karen. 

‘I promise to do my best,’ she 
answered promptly. - - 

‘And that’s just what you haven't 
done here,’ her father said to her. ‘Iz 
know from your school work that = 
you can do much better than this. 
You were in such a hurry to get that = 
badge that you didn’t bother to doz 
your best. Now, you've got lots of = 
time before you go to bed, I suggest 


fully and really do your best.’ 
And that’s what Karen did and the 

following week at Brownies she 
handed the work in to the Tester. 

‘This is beautiful work, Karen,’ she 
said as she signed the Certificate. ‘I 
can see you have done your best.’ 

Karen got her badge from her 
Brownie Guider and was so pee to 
wear it on her tunic. | 

Later, she worked for several: more 


badges and every time, because she 2 


did her best, she passed the tests, so = 
by the time she was ready to go up= 
into the Guides she had a lot toshow 
for her hard work. 


STUTUNNAILATH 


Brownies try to do their best, 
and to serve all people. To tell the 
truth and to be helpful. To love 
all God’s. creations throughout 
the generations. Brownies also 
should be thankful and always 
generous too. | 

MICHELLE SEAMAN, 
3rd Merton Pack, 
Greater London West. 


May God help us to remember 
that there are flowers in our. 
gardens, trees in the woods, and 
that we must always keep them in 
their beauty. We must be kind to 
i others and to keep the Brownie 
| Guide Law. Amen. 

LYNNE GOLDSPINK, 
2nd Milford Haven Pack, 

Pembrokeshire. 


|} some games. 
Andrea and I ate lunch under a 


Bee iith York 


| Successful 


| . | Evening 


| Recently our Pack held a 
', coffee evening at the Y.W.C.A.: 


| {There were two stalls. One was 


| the Brownie handiwork and the 
j other a cake stall. We sold raffle 
| tickets at the door. The Brownies 
iserved coffee.and biscuits. We 
i then did a play called ‘Wish for a 
| Fairy’. The evening was enjoyed 
yall. We raised £45 and sent £10 
jto the Leukaemia Research 

| Fund. 
CAROLINE DAWES, 
2nd Kendal Pack, 
Cumbria. 


i One Saturday I went to 
1 Brownie Revels. We had to dress 


| up as gypsies which was fun. We 
7@ met outside the hall in Wiggin- 
- |) tonandall packed intocarsto go 

| to Strensall, to the 
|_| Guider’s house. When we arrived 
|_| we saw that there were some big 

| | tents in a huge garden. We were 


Brownie 


-) told to put our lunch in them to 


: |) keep cool, then we had to forma 
- circle and sing songs while the 


flag was raised. The gypsy 


_ queens had to go into the middle 


to be chosen, we then played 
At lunch time 


) shady tree. In the afternoon we 


| || played sports at Strensall school; 
| | this was fun but hard work. Later 
|; our mums came for us and we 


had a camp sing song round a 


_- smoky fire. All too soon we had 


7 to say goodbye and thank you to 
4 the Brownie Guider. It was time 
for home. 

VANESSA HUNT, 
(Haxby and 


é 


Wigginton) Pack, © 


_ North Yorkshire South. 


Thank You va. 


Thank you for taking me 


round headquarters in London, — 
which I enjoyed. On our tour we | 


saw changing of the guards at 
Buckingham Palace, and had 
lunch in St. James’s Park... 
STEPHANIE GARD, 

2nd Farnborough (St. Nicholas) 
Pack, Greater London Kent. 


Cinderella 


The pantomime we went to see 
was very nice. The part I liked the 
most was when all the people 
who played the main parts threw 
things into the audience. Thank 
you very much Brown Owl for 
taking us to see Cinderella. 

ANGELA MARTIN, 
Ist Egglescliffe Pack, 
Cleveland. 


Brownies is nice 


What I like most about 
Brownies is they are all nice 
people. We play nice games and 
do very nice work. It is hard, but 
I still do it. I will never give 


Brownies up and that’sa very big 


promise. I really think it is very, 


very nice. | 
C TRACY SHIELDS, 
Sth Sutton-in-Ashfield (St. 
Michael’s) Pack, 
Nottinghamshire. 


Billy’s Circus 


One Sunday the Ist and 2nd 
Knaphill Packs went on a coach 
to see Billy Smart’s Circus. We 
saw a big monkey riding on a 
bike, with a little monkey on his 
back. We also saw a young girl 
on a tight rope, and clowns lying 
in bed when a spider came down. 
All the acts were very good, and 
we all had a really lovely time. 
LUCY BROWN AND DEBRA 

McKENNA, 
2nd Knaphill Pack, 


Surrey. 


Packed Pax Hall 


Last year some Browniesfrom | 
the 4th and 10th Chislehurst > 
Invicta went on Pack Holidaytof 
Pax Hall, Wilmington. We were, 
all very excited, and for some of | ~ | 


us it was our first time. When we | 
arrived we went into the hall and | 
put up our camp beds. Then we | 
took all of our clothes that we 


- would need out of our suitcases. 


After that we ate our packed 
lunch. There were woods around 
where we were staying where we 
amused ourselves, and there was 
also a tuck shop where we could 
buy sweets and presents. We 


. were divided into three groups 
named _ after 


the Wombles, 
Tomsk, Bungo and Tobermory. 
Our Brown Owl was Madam 
Cholet and Tawny was 
Wellington. On Sunday we hada 
tea party because it was the birth- 
day of one of our Guides. On 
Monday afternoon we all went 
swimming and enjoyed it very 
much. Tuesday we went to 
Canterbury for the day. We were 


taken around the cathedral and 


were told lots of history and were 
thanked deeply for the money we 
helped raise to repair the stained 
glass window. On Wednesday we 


-had Brownie Revels, and other 


Packs from Chislehurst came to 
visit. In the evening we were 
invited by some Guides to join 
them around a camp fire and sing 
songs. On Thursday we started 


to pack our cases as we were} 
We allp 


leaving at midday. : 
enjoyed ourselves very much. [| 


WENDY MACE,} 

(Invicta) 
Pack,p 

Greater London Kent.— 


4th Chislehurst 


Show Time 


One Saturday Brownies and 


Guides did a show at the De las [uae 
Warr Pavillion, Bexhill. In the p 


audience was a County Com- 
missioner, Guiders and lots of 7 
parents. First the Brownies did — 


their show. They sang ‘He’s got | | 
the whole world in his hands’, ) 


and ‘Getting to know yow’ which 


the 5th Pack danced to. Then the [- : 


Guides did their show, which was 
very good. Everyone seemed to [| 


enjoy both shows. Afterwards ) 


the raffle was drawn, which | 
mummy was lucky enough to f 


win. | : 
ALISON BURRELL, fF 

10th Bexhill (St. 

Pack, East Sussex. 


Michael’s) | 


te 
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Fold a stiff card in two, so 
stands. On one half of the fold 
smaller, decorated folds, to hold al 
ei notes, bills, lists. Very useful. 

Make a needle book, preferabl 
soft woollen materials. 


| 
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ts for 


other's Day 


by Elizabeth Wall 


For gifts for mother and Mother’s Day, you may. 

gift, buy a gift, or combining both nice thoughts, 

1 ie bought gift something of yourself, to make it 
Sal and different. With the perfect gift, spring 
ywers, adding your choice of unusual container, leaf 
rays, ribbons. Or something actually growing, as you 
e. A tiny tree, or a cactus that will flower, later. Ask the 
yrist, who will be helpful. And a single red rose, your, 
‘other will know, says ‘I love you’. 

With oil paint or enamel, decorate an empty plastic - 
ntainer and plant well shaped ivy or primrose roots ina 
tle soil. Punch equal spaced holes, so that it may hang, 
ith plastic cords, from a height. 4 


ae 
‘yo Qh oose to buy cosmetics, or candy, be sure to 
find out, what is liked. Which make of perfume, 7 
sweets are thought sweetest. And again, if it seems 
p the effect, add your own touch. 

1r@a good letter. Paint a good picture — that 
- — ‘Il love you’. 


that it 
paste 
| kinds | 


y from 
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GIRL GUIDES 


SEVEN PLANTS: 


Your plants, like your 
animals, will be chosen 
both according to your 
own special likes and dis- 
likes, and also determined 
to some extent by the 
district in which you live. 
Woodlands, country lanes, 
meadows, river banks, sea 
coasts — all these have 
their own special varieties 
of flowers and plants, and 
there is a lot to be said for 
your having a good know- 
ledge of the plants of your 
own particular district. 
However, once again, 
here are some suggestions, 
_ though of course there are 


lots of others you may | 


prefer. But the notes given 
here show you the sort of 
thing to look for, and the 
kind of information which 
your tester will expect you 
to have. © 
DANDELION. I once: 
read an article in a garden- 
ing magazine _ entitled, 
‘Don’t Despise the Dande- 
lion’. He pointed out that 


not only did its flowers 


bring a splash of colour for 
the greater part of the year 
(its deep roots storing sugar 
and starch enabling it to 
withstand hard winters and 
being well-mown) but it has 
medicinal uses, provides 
wine from its flower heads, 
coffee from its dried 
and ground roots, while its 


tender leaves are excellent: 


in salads. There’s plenty of 
information to be going on 
with! | 
BLUEBELL. The flower 
we know is really a wild 


hyacinth. When we sing - 


about ‘Bluebells of Scot- 
land’ we are referring to a 
different flower — the 
hare-bell. In spite of its 
name, the flowers can very 
occasionally be pink, or 
even white. : 
MUSHROOMS AND 
TOADSTOOLS. This is an 
area of plant life where you 
need very expert guidance. 
Some toadstools as the 
Death Cap 
poisonous that to eat them 
is fatal. Others can make 
you very ill indeed. For 
your test, however, it is use- 
ful to be able to describe 
One or two types. One of 
the easiest to recognise is 
the tall Parasol mush- 
room, and it is easy to see 


how it got its name. It - 


grows from six to eleven 
inches, often towering 
above the grass around it. 


It has a collar, and scaly 


stem. The scales have to be 


removed before cooking. 


Another easily recognis- Concluded next week. 


the illustrations 


are so: 
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able edible type is the Giant 
Puffball which can some- 
times be as muchas 3 feet in — 
diameter. 

RAGGED ROBIN. In 
your test this would be an 
interesting flower to con- 
trast with the dandelion 
because, unlike that flower 
it does not stand up well to 
mowing or grazing, so it is 
rarely found in the middle 
of a meadow, but on the 
edge of a stream or ditch — 
a good example of the way 
flowers match their sur- 
roundings. The plant 
flowers from May to 
August, and has_ red 
flowers which have no 
scent. They grow from 
branched stalks, each bear- 
ing several clusters. 

SEAWEED. If you live 
near the sea this will be an 
interesting variation to 
your collection of plants. 
The best places to look are 
on rocky rather than sandy 
shores, and in pools left by 
the tides. Learn (from say 
in The 
Children’s Encyclopaedia) 
to identify one kind each of 
green, brown and red sea- 
weed. 

CACTI. You may 
already have a collection of 
these at home. Ifso, choose | 
one of most attractive, par- 
ticularly one in flower, for 
your test. Be able to tell 
your tester about the way 
they can absorb and store 
water. oo 

Finally, why not choose 
some plants from your 
garden — PEA, BEAN, 
POTATO. If you have 
grown them yourself, ‘so 
much the better. You will 
be able to tell the tester 
exactly what you have 
done. 

As with our animals, this 
is a varied selection but this 
is more likely to impress 
your tester than if you 
choose a very limited list, 
all much the same. ; 


SHVEATHER et out a 


> great yell of alarm which 
. quickly brought the Cara- 


Oo! 


SO eo a eee eee ne a ee a ae 


Se a eS 


) 
D> 
> 
y 
a) 
> 
2 
) 
; 
b 
) 
) 
4 
> 
>» 
> 


van Man out of his van and 
across the field to where the 
Brownies were making 
miniature gardens near the 


hedge. 


‘A snake!’ said Heather 
dramatically, in answer to 
his question. 


‘It’s gone now, daddy,’ 
said Beth calmly, ‘and 
really, I don’t know why 
Heather made such a fuss; 
it was far more frightened 
of us, and slithered away 
jolly fast’. 

‘It’s all very fine for you 
to be so calm,’ retorted 
Heather. ‘If it had bitten 
you, youd have _ been 
poisoned, and then I expect 
you'd have died!’ | 


‘Oh, Heather, 


drastic!’ laughed the Cara- 


van Man. ‘I’m quite sure. 


the snake you saw wasn’t 
an adder, but just a harm- 
less grass snake. Anyway, 
stand quite still all of you, 
and I'll see if I can find it 
again’. 

Obediently they froze on 
the spot while he moved 
forward carefully, parting 
the grass, bit by bit with his 
hands. He covered several 
yards in this way, and then 
they saw him stoop slowly. 

‘Here’s your “poisonous 
snake”, Heather,’ he called. 
‘And it’s a big one, too, so I 
don’t wonder you were 
scared’. 

Heather looked up at 


him gratefully, and Beth 


had sense enough not to 
make any more scornful 


lt “yy 
Y) 


how. 


killed it,’ 


remarks. In any case, she 
herself was impressed by 
the size of the snake her 
father was holding up — it 
hadn’t looked nearly so big 
half-buried in the grass. 

‘It’s dead, isn’t it, daddy?” 
she asked curiously. ‘It’s 
gone all limp and its eyes 
look sort of glazed. Have 
you killed it?’ 

‘No, indeed I haven't 
he assured her. 
‘It’s playing possum’. 

Heather sighed — really 
the Caravan Man did say 
some peculiar things some- 
times! 

‘What’s playing possum 
mean?’ she queried. 

‘He’s shamming death to 
fool us into believing he’s 
already dead, explained 


Continued on page 14 
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eW:.: are now well into March and in many homes 
= thoughts will be turning to spring cleaning, so what 
better time to turn our thoughts to ‘Brownies help 
at home’. Helping at home has always been one of 
the corner stones of Brownie Guiding . Lord 
Baden-Powell himself chose ‘the story of the 
Brownies’ on which to base the youngest section of 
= the Guide Movement, and here, right from the start, 
the Brownie sees the importance of helping in her 
own home. This is stressed in her Promise cere- 
mony, when the new Brownie affirms that she will 
do her best to keep her Promise, ‘and carry it out 
everywhere but especially at home’. We do find in 
our Packs a very wide diversity of ability in home- 
craft skills, ranging from the Brownies who, at a 
comparatively young age make fruit cakes, use a 


FLOUR?... 


Lentos 


Jean de 


sewing machine, do much of the housework because 
mum Is out at work, to those who do not even help 
with the washing-up. Whenever we are teaching 
homecraft skills, therefore, our starting point must 
= be with the individual Brownie and her ability... of 
= course, revision is very important, but if we are 
= aiming for progress, this must go hand-in-hand with 
acquiring new skills. 

Let’s start by sharing some games which can be 
enjoyed by the whole Pack. If you have in your 
w= Pack, or can acquire, some ‘fishing rods’ (a magnet 
= tied to a length of string) — one for each Six — 
there are many games which any Pack can enjoy. 

WASHING UP is one. You need, in addition to 
the fishing rod, a set of small pictures for each Six 
showing all the items used for washing up the tea 
things, ranging from a bowl and washing up liquid, 
through the plates, cutlery, etc. to the tea towel and 
cupboard for putting it all away. A group of 
Brownies, or even the whole Pack, will enjoy 
making these (and incidentally gaining experience 
on which of the Eight Points?) either before the 
game or the previous week — for long life it is better 
to mount the pictures on scrap card. 

TO PLAY, place three or four chairs (one for 
each Six) in a ‘circle’ in the centre of the room with 
the backs facing in, leaving a ‘pool’ of about 14min 
= diameter in the centre, Each picture card has either a 
= staple or a paper clip attached to it, and a 
distinguishing mark. These pieces are put into the 
pool and the fishing rods are placed on the seats of 
= the chairs. The Brownies are numbered in their 
= Sixes. In turn they kneel on their chair and fish for 
= a picture card. When the Six has all their cards, they 
= arrange them in the correct order in which they 
= would wash up. This can often lead to considerable 
= discussion, as different homes do things in different 
= ways. You must watch to ensure that you do not 
criticise the Brownies’ homes, but there is a right 
and a wrong way (e.g. nobody should wash sauce- 
pans first, followed i Se auaik 
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by Jennifer Fisher 


BAKING A CAKE. This is a simple miming 
game which fulfils three purposes. Firstly, it teaches 3 = 
the older Brownies (who may be planning to makeaS 
cake for a Challenge) a little about cake-making. = 
Secondly, it might inspire these same Brownies tos 
think about making a cake, and thirdly, it will give 3 
the younger Brownies a ‘taster’ about cake-making. = 
Of course, in addition to these, there will be 
experiences for all in working together as a Six 
(Brownies are friendly) and in simple mime 
(Brownies make things) etc. Brownies in a circle = 
skip round singing, to the tune of ‘Mulberry Bush’. 
‘We are going to bakeacake... guess how we do it? 
They then run to their Six corners and decide on the 3 
first step in making a cake (e.g. getting out and 3 
greasing the tin, or gathering together the 5 


A ciel 
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> — 
EAE 
Lied 


ingredients). In turn the Sixes mime this step and = 


the others try to guess what they are miming. Fora 3 
change, let each Six ‘adopt’ one of the others and 3 
write down the steps as they are mimed (e.g. Pixies 3 = 
list the Gnomes’ steps, Gnomes the Elves and Elves 3 
the. Pixies). When all the steps have been mimed, = 
probably including a tea party when the cake is 3 
sampled, the Sixes read out the instructions for 
making a cake as mimed by their adopted Six. 
General discussion is bound to follow. 


A simple, easily made and acquired set of = 


apparatus can be used either by the Pack, a small 3 
group or an individual to teach Brownies about sew- 
ing on buttons. You will need to collect pictures of 
about 12 different garments which use buttons, and 
as varied an assortment of buttons as possible — 
Gran’s button tin usually comes into its own here! 
The purpose is to choose the right kind of button for 
each garment pictured. Later you can add to this by 3 
having a selection of threads — both in thickness 3 
and colour — so that the Brownies have to choose 3 = 
both button and thread for sewing it on. By now you § = 
will have many ideas of ways in which you can use 
this apparatus for a Pack game. 


If a member of your family is handy with a'saw, & 
you could make a set of large buttons from ply- 3 
wood, some having 2 holes and some 4. Each needs 
to be at least 8 cm. square or in diameter. These can 
be used for demonstrating, for practise orforateam 3 
game (Brownie | ‘sews’ on her button until a signal 
when No, 2 takes over etc. — the rest of the Six may 
give verbal help and encouragement only. I use & 
scraps of rug canvas for the ‘material’ and fine string & 
with the largest eyed tapestry needles for the thread. 


With Easter approaching you can link many & 
aspects of homecraft skills with creative activities; & 
have you tried painting hard-boiled eggs with food 3 
colours? (safer than ordinary paints, in case the shell & 
is cracked)... Brownies love doing this, too. Now & 


you can think out and look around for other ideas & 


— Easter gifts with buttons sewn on for decoration; & 
a hand-made tea-towel to go with the newlys 
acquired skill of washing-up; a specially baked & 
Easter cake? — and many more besides. = 


a Befo ‘you. ak a parent and Srownie Guider tosign | 
__| the coupon you must make quite certain you have 
oS le all or any aoe of the item n you send for 


BROWNIES 


y - night AS Brownie They are ny onde and ] pace 
| - all their names, | 

i I make: ure my badge is nice and 
B bright. 

| ‘Bro’ n Owl sometimes gives us a 


jumble sale. 

I look after a game, throwing 
f tal balls ina pail. 

| Best of all I like going fora walk, 

§ The Browne: Die. a lot of 
| | games, | 


loud, 
Being a Brownie makes me feel 
proud. 


2 _ CAROLINE WILBY, 
Ist Hunstanton Pak. 
— Norfolk. 


_ A BROWNIE 


Our Pack sometimes has a 


_ POEMS» 
ABOUT 
BROWNIES 


We soon will sing songs nice and yy 


_ A Brownie’s motto in every land,\ \. 


__ Is always lend a helping hand. 


__ A Brownie always does her best, 


In North, South, East or West. 
If you're a Pixie, Elf or Gnome, 
_ Always help your mum at home. 
_We brush our hair and keep it 
clean, 
_ And we learn to serve our Queen. 
DANAE SANDGROVE, 


a Hadleigh Pack, 


Essex. 


games, . | 
Then go back and do the same. 
TINA MEACHAM, 


A BROWNIE GUIDE 


# The Brownie Guide must obey, 
} All the things she does all day. 

i Lay the table, 

i Scrub the floor, 

§ Oh dear, answer the door. 

f And besides these few, 

#Are many more. 

i Then we go and meet our Pack. 
§ Bluebird © ‘Sometimes brings a 
Bsnack, = | 
phen: we ‘sometimes s play some 


— ‘Pack, Wiltshire. 


MY LIFE 
IN THE BROWNIES | 
Oh, L wish rd 4 joined B Brownies at — 
seven, : thirty. 
For life in ‘the: Brownies is - 
heaven. — — 
I joined sham at ei oS 
It was nearly too late, 
For they chu y ou out at ten. 


— Road, 
I learnt about the Highway code. 
Made a puppet by hand, 
_ And a miniature lana, 
| The Footpath i _ Buttons on materials I sewed. 
Fjourncy, | | 
1 I learned about 
birdies. — 


| “insects. and 
I We all lent: 3 


Highway, 
_ I tried to do all the tests my way. 


| roth Swindon (St. Augustine’ s) | 


After Revels packed ape at four- : 
My next Brownie journey was 

_. T’ve had such a ball, 
| know. 


The last Brownie journey was 


oe The standard was ~. . 


Please remember to enclose a § 


completed reader’s cotipon with 
your contribution. 


BROWNIES | 


Stories to read, 
Games to play, 
‘Things to do 

On a rainy day. — 


Brownies in other lands, 
And things they do, 

How to get your badges, 
And be a good Brownie too. 


_ To pass away the hours, 


Full of fun and glee, 
A Brownie annual would be nice, 
A special treat for me. © 
CLARE WASTENAY,4 
Ist Leyland (Methodist) Pack, § 
West Lancashire. 


But | just had to try, 4 
Doing knots from Monday. io] 
Friday. 


So now I must say cheerio, — 
As into the Guides I must gO. : 
My thanks to you all, 


this | | 
GAIL HEPBURN, | 


2nd Nunthorpe Pack, 
Cleveland. 


I'll remember you all, 


14 

Playing Possum — 

continued from 

wage TL" 

the Caravan Man. ‘It’ll stay 
In this trance for perhaps 
two minutes, so this is your 
chance to examine it 
closely, then you won't 


mistake it for the adder 


next time’, 

All the same, Heather 
didn’t want to get too close 
to it; but she did notice very 
carefully the bright patches 
of deep yellow colour 
behind its head, because 
the Caravan Man. said 
these were the most 
important _ identification 
marks. ‘Now, if it was an 
adder, he went on, ‘it 
would have two dark bars 
on its head in the shape of a 
rough V and it would have 


strong dark zigzag lines all 
the way down its back, 
instead of these small black 
spots’. | 

‘Would it be the same 
size?” asked Mary. 

‘No, the Grass Snake is 
our biggest snake. See, this 
one must be nearly four feet 


long; that’s why it’s so. 


frightening at times. But 
the adder, or Viper as it’s 
sometimes called — V for 
V-marks too, remember, is 
rarely more than two feet 
long. Watch, but don’t get 
too close, I’m going to put 
it down in the grass again’. 

He lowered it among the 
grass stems, then he and the 
Brownies stood well back 
and waited, keeping as still 
as statues. For a second it 
lay there, its head lolling on 
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one side, mouth gaping, 
and its branched tongue 
protruding loosely. Then, 
in one swift movement, it 
came out of its trance — 
and before the Brownies 
could do more than gasp, 
all they saw was its tail 
rapidly disappearing into 
the grass. | 

‘Could you tell us some 
more about snakes, please,’ 
begged Janet. | 

‘Not today,’ replied the 
Caravan Man. ‘I’ve got 
some articles to finish 
before the post — and 
you've got your Miniature 
Gardens to finish for your 
Brownie Meeting,’ he 
reminded them. ‘But there’s 
always another day!’ __ 


The End 


FUNDRAISERS ! 


_ BUY NOW— 
PAY LATER 


«#4 per min. order 


Net profit 


DELIVERY FREE 
to your front door 


Ask Brownie Guider to send for details from: 


LANE & PARTNERS LTD. 
59 SOUTH AUDLEY STREET, LONDON, W.1. 


St. George’s Day 
Competition — 


Would you like to have your winning 
competition entry on display at C.H.Q2 
| You would, then paint or colour the picture 
on the opposite page and send it to THE 
BROWNIE (address on page 3), with a 
completed Reader’s Coupon. 

All entries must arrive by Wednesday, 
23rd March, 1977. Prizes will be awarded 
in the following age groups: 7/8 years and 
9/10 yeas... ’ 

| Remember, that your work could be on 
display. Good luck. 


Classified Advertisements 
Charges: 8p per word 
Box No. 40p extra 


Raising funds? Our Pens and Badges have raised 
many thousands of pounds for Clubs, Schools and 
Charities. 64p stamp for catalogue or 3 x 6!4p 
stamps for samples. Westfield Ltd., Dept. 61, West- 
field House, Helena Street, Birmingham BI 2RJ. 


Fund Raising? Try the easiest, most enjoyable 
method yet — the Webb Ivory Fund Raising 
Service. Ideal for any organisation, large or small. 
Britain’s most successful and widely used service 
offers up to 25 per cent profit from a huge range of 
cards, gifts and household goods — all popular, fast 
selling items — friends and families will love them. 
Ask your Brownie Guider to send for our Free 
colour catalogue. No cash outlay. No obligation. 
Dept. BL9Q, Webb Ivory Limited, Queensbridge 
Works, Queen Street, Burton-on-Trent, Staffs. 


Reader’s Coupon 
The Brownie — 9th March 
(please print clearly and fully) | 


| The attached contribution is the original unaided 


work of 
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